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It has been almost two months
since Danielle Thompson’s death, but
her memory remains vividly alive in
the minds of all who knew her. She is
remembered as a vibrant, outgoing,
genuine person and loyal friend. Now,
she will be further memorialized in a
scholarship established in her name.
Thompson, a senior, died on Jan. 3
after contracting meningitis while visiting friends over winter break. Thompson was passionate about traveling and
studied abroad in London during the
spring of her junior year. During that
time, Thompson was able to travel to
Ireland, Scotland, France, the Canary
Islands, Italy and Holland.
Danielle’s passion for experiencing other cultures inspired her family
and friends to direct the scholarship
towards students interested in travel.
The fund will be used to financially assist other students who choose to participate in a study abroad experience.
“Going abroad was really the
best time of her life,” said Kim Watson, Thompson’s roommate and close
friend. “It had a huge impact on her
life. She wanted to see the world and
experience other cultures.”
Thompson’s younger sister, Kristen Thompson, also commented on her
sister’s study abroad experience, and
pointed out that Danielle’s goal was to
adapt to the places that she was traveling in.
“She really wanted to know a place
when she went there. When she went
to London, she didn’t want to stick
out. My sister really tried to become
part of the culture there,” said Kristen
Thompson.
The scholarship was created
through the University of New Hampshire Fund. The fundraising goal is
$25,000, so that the scholarship can
gain “permanent endowment status”
and continue indefinitely. If the fund
does not reach this goal, the accumulated donations will be given out in
scholarship form until the fund is emptied.
Friends hope to reach the goal of
$25,000 by the end of the year since
most of them will be graduating.
“We definitely want to do this
while we are all still in school here,”
said Watson, “This is the best time to
gain interest in the fund and encourage donations.”
Through word of mouth, the alumni webpage, and a newly established
group on Facebook.com, family and
friends have hoped to catch the attention of possible donors. Friends of
Thompson have also contacted parent’s
companies and their employers to ask
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Fairchild Hall, seen above, will be shutting its doors for the 2007-08
school year.

Not many structures can
withstand the true test of time.
Wrigley Field in Chicago. Fenway Park in Boston. The Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy.
In order to withstand such
a test, most buildings also need
renovations to keep up with the
pace of contemporary times.
Such is the case with one of
UNH’s longest standing landmarks, Fairchild Hall, which
next semester will be taken
offl ine for the academic year
in order to undergo full-scale
renovations.
“The building is old and
needs to be repaired and
brought up to existing accessibility codes,” said UNH Director of Housing, William Conk.
“Buildings of this type generally have a life span of about 100
years before you need to tackle
the whole structure instead of
going about things piecemeal.”
Built in 1915, Fairchild
Hall is currently the second
oldest dormitory on campus,
second to Smith Hall, which
was built in 1908. Fairchild
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Speaker discusses hidden dangers
of Spring Break in Strafford Room
Terri Ogan
TNH Reporter
Erin
Weed,
founder
of
SafeSpringBreak.org, took a trip
to UNH last Wednesday night
for the weekly current events issue lecture, to share her theories
about how to enjoy a safe Spring
Break.
Weed, a native of the Chicago suburbs had all intentions
of working in documentary production after graduating from
Eastern Illinois College in the
summer of 1999. But on June
12, 2001, Weed received a phone
call that changed her life forever.
An intruder murdered her best
friend and sorority sister at her
college apartment.
After her best friend’s death,
Weed realized that something
needed to be done to make the
public aware of violence.
“When you kneel in front of
the casket of your best friend,
you realize the impact of violence,” Weed explained.

Weed then created Girls
Fight Back, which is a book, and
a series of programs to inform
the public about self-defense, violence prevention, and personality safety and ways that they can
protect themselves.
“I wanted to travel around
campuses to teach people just
how dangerous they can really
be,” Weed said.
In March of 2006, Weed received a phone call from CNN.
They wanted to send her to Daytona, Florida for Spring Break
to see what really goes on. Four
female college students agreed
to have cameras following them
around during their trip. At the
end of the week, the four girls got
a chance to watch the films and
see how they acted. Weed was
shocked at the behavior of some
of the girls.
“Whatever happens on Spring
Break, stays on Spring Break,”
Weed said. “Isn’t that just a
huge excuse to act like a complete idiot? ”

After Weed’s trip to Daytona, she decided to question
her friends about their spring
breaks.
“I sent an E-mail to 40
friends to see if anyone had interesting or crazy stories, and
every single person did,” Weed
explained. “ There were so many
crazy things that happened to all
of us during our Spring Break
trip senior year and we thought
whatever happens on Spring
Break, stays there, but for some
people, this wasn’t the case.”
Weed recalled the many instances of binge drinking, unsafe sex, violence and illegal
situations that were experienced
during just one wild week. Weed
then developed practical solutions to avoid these situations.
Part of Weed’s proactive way
to help college students realize that their personal safety is
completely up to them, is her five
rule system. Do your research.
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for donations.
The Facebook group, called The Danielle Marie Thompson Memorial
Fund, was a way for friends to get the word out to the entire student
population. Currently, over 500 students are members of the group. All
students are welcome to join, and Pay Pal has been set up on the group
site to accept online donations. The group administrators ask that only
those students serious about donating join the group.
“We don’t want people to join the Facebook group just to join it,” said
Garrett Quinn, another of Thompson’s close friends. “The purpose is to
donate and help out with the cause. We will also be using Facebook to
post events and fundraising opportunities.”
The fund is currently accepting straight donations, however, fundraising events will begin sometime later in March.
Some proposed ideas include renting out Libby’s or Scorpions and
charging a cover for students to get in. The cover charge would then go
to the fund, according to Quinn and Watson. They are also encouraging those with suggestions or questions to contact them via e-mail at
dmtfund@aol.com. Students who need documentation to get donations
from employers should also feel free to contact them at that E-mail address.
“Any donation amount would really help us out,” said Quinn. “There
are currently about 500 members of the Facebook group. Just say if everyone donated $10 to $20 we could raise $5,000 to $10,000 from that
group alone.”
Donations are also being accepted by mail. Interested donors can
make a check out to The UNH Foundation. The donors should make sure
to include a memo making it clear that the check should be directed towards the Danielle Marie Thompson Memorial Fund. Checks should be
mailed to: University of New Hampshire Foundation, INC., John S. Elliot Alumni Center, 9 Edgewood Rd. Durham, NH 03824-9987.
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Check out different hotels, airlines, and the best deals possible, but the
cheapest might not always be the best.
“I have a $50 rule,” Weed explained. “If a hotel room costs less
than $50, forget it. That means there’s less security precautions taken,
and that’s dangerous because you’re the most vulnerable when you’re
asleep.”
Get to the destination in one piece. If driving is the way of transportation, don’t drink, always remember your license, and take shifts
driving.
Set limits ahead of time when it comes to drinking, drugs, sex and
getting home.
It is important to trust your intuition said Weed.
“Intuition is the most powerful thing we have when it comes to violence, but its also the most doubted,” Weed said.
Weed also advised if choosing to go out with your friends, go home
with your friends.
“If you unfortunately end up in a situation where you’re alone and
uncomfortable, remember that body language is everything; always
project the aura of confidence,” Weed explained.
Weed created a three-part phrase to use when being confronted.
“Stop, leave me alone, I don’t want any problems.”
With Weed’s use of information, she hopes that college students will
have a blast on Spring Break in the safest way possible.

Are you a non-traditional student?
Tell us about your UNH experiences!
Help Off-Campus & Commuter Services by participating in
a survey concentrating on how we can better the services
provided for non-traditional students at UNH.
Visit www.surveymoney.com/s.asp?u=361013240100 to fill out
the survey! At the end, you can choose to be entered
into a raffle for one of 3 great prizes!
Information fained through the survey will be put
towards improving the services we provide for you!
A non-traditional student at UNH is defined as an undergraduate student who;
is financially independent, has had an interrupted sequencing of education, is a veteran
or is currently serving in the armed forces, cares for dependents, and/or is 24 years or older.

Thank you for your participation!
* Available until 3/2/07!
Off-Campuse & Commuter Student Services | The Leadership Center, MUB 122 | www.unhmub.com/off-campus | off-campus@unh.edu | 603-862-0303

Recycle used ink cartridges.
It makes a difference.

