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Increase in tech
fees approved by
student senate
Aimee Lockhardt
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Sunday, Feb. 22, the student senate unanimously approved
a 4 percent increase in the technology fee to $126.
The decision to raise the fee
was due to increases in staff salaries and fringe benefits, as well as
increasing storage space on Blackboard to 500 MB.
The technology fee is included
within each student’s tuition and
helps to pay for student computing clusters, equipment replacement, technology in the classrooms,
Blackboard, IT faculty/student support and IT-related course fees.
Compared to other universities
and colleges in the area, the UNH
technology fee is considerably lower.
Students at Plymouth and
Keene alone pay between $300 and
$400 on their technology fee. The
UNH technology fee nets the university around $1.5 million a year.
Terri Winters, the director of
academic technology, said UNH
is able to keep costs low because
they don’t charge the students for
telecommunication infrastructure
equipment replacements for staff
and faculty unlike other colleges.
Another way the technology fee is kept low is by having an
equipment replacement fund. UNH
replaces computers on a three-year
basis.
Each year, a third of the cost
for replacements is put aside, which
then goes towards paying for new
computers.
The administration originally
drew up a proposal suggesting a 5
percent increase, but it was lowered.
Winters said UNH tries its
best to save the students’ money
and keep costs as low as possible
by concentrating on the technology
students need.
This, in part, also helps to decide what the fee will pay for.
“Factors like the infrastructure,
Blackboard and clusters are directly
related to students doing work,”
said Winters. “They are things students need to be academically successful.”
Junior Erin Havener said she
uses the computers in the library
four times a week between classes
because it is more convenient than
going back to her dorm.
Havener said she is happy with
the way the technology is run at
UNH.
“It’s something students need
to improve their studies in today’s
world,” she said. “We’re becoming
technologically advanced all over
the world, and it’s important for us
to keep up with all the changes.”
Sophomore Joshua Bilodeau
said he doesn’t use the technology
at the university much aside from
the wireless Internet. He said many
of his classes use PowerPoint slides,
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students need
to improve their
studies in today’s
world.”
Erin Havener
and one uses clickers.
“I know a lot [of people] who
do use them and it does help them,”
he said. “You never know when
you’ll have to use it.”
Sophomore Aiden McMahon
is a commuter, and he doesn’t use
a lot of the technology available at
UNH.
McMahon said he types papers
on his laptop and then will occasionally print them out on campus.
He said he wasn’t concerned
about a higher tuition bill due to the
fee increase because he already has
plenty of student loans.
“A few extra dollars isn’t going to hurt me much,” he said. “It’s
not like they’re increasing the price
on food plans. That wouldn’t make
people happy. I’m not going to
make a big fuss about it. It’s for the
betterment of all students that do
need to use it.”
McMahon said he had a friend
on campus whose laptop “bit the
dust.”
He said his friend was running
back and forth from the clusters for
weeks and that it was helpful for
him to have computers there.
Winters said the main complaint she hears about the technology on campus is server problems.
She said she often hears students’ stories about problems,
where services such as e-mail and
Blackboard services were needed
but weren’t available.
One day she said she hopes to
have all the services available at all
times and “bullet-proof.” Winters
said the ultimate goal is to have the
entire campus with wireless access.
While the technology services
on campus may not be “bulletproof” yet, Winters said it’s important to have student input on where
money should be used concerning
technology.
The Technology Department
has had focus groups and surveys to
help them receive this input in order to make the technology at UNH
better.
Information Technology Manager Marshall White agreed.
“We’re customer focused,” he
said. “We look to what the students
need, and hopefully, we’re doing
right by all the students.
“I’m happy to hear from students. I encourage them to contact
me. We want to help students to be
successful academically and want
to hear about students’ ideas and
what’s not helping.”
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Gary Hirshberg turned Stonyfield Farm into a $320 billion business over the last 26 years.

Stonyfield Farm Chief Executive Officer Gary Hirshberg selected for
keynote address at UNH’s 139th commencement ceremony in May
Tori Lewis
TNH STAFF

The university has announced
its 139th commencement speaker Gary Hirshberg, president and “CEYo” of Stonyfield Farm.
On Saturday, May 23, the class
of 2009, along with their friends
and family, will assemble on Memorial field as Hirshberg addresses
the graduates about green business
success and the link between the environment and the economy.
Chosen specifically for the
UNH community, which values environmental sustainability

and organic agriculture, the New
Hampshire born-and-raised CEO
has turned a small organic farming
school into a $320 million business
within 26 years, while never losing
sight of what’s important.
Stonyfield Farm is an organic
yogurt company, locally based in
Londonderry, N.H., that uses safe
ecological practices and gives 10
percent of all profits to environmental causes through its Profits for the
Planet program.
Winning awards such as Global Green USA’s 1999 Green Cross
Millennium Award for Corporate

and Environmental Leadership,
Hirshberg has become a world-renowned speaker, as well as the author of the telling book, “Stirring It
Up: How to Make Money and Save
the World.”
“Sustainability is a part of everything we do at UNH,” said President Mark Huddleston in a press
release. “This year’s ceremony will
be a celebration of that fact as well
as the achievements of our graduates… I believe that Gary’s leadership and vision make him an ideal
choice for this year’s commencement speaker.”

UNH student nabs top honors from
national social work organization
Terri Ogan
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

It was 1989 and Derek Price
was sitting in his Manchester kindergarten classroom. His teacher,
who strongly resembled Cruella De
Vil, was picking on one of Price’s
classmates for being hyper and fidgety.
That was the moment Price
realized he wanted to fight social
injustice.
“I always think back to my
childhood when I was outraged by
injustice,” Price said. “I just remember thinking, ‘This isn’t right.
No one should be treated this way.’
That one experience had a deep impact on me.”
As an honors-level social work
major and senior at UNH, Price has
been intensely involved with his
community since his early teens
through volunteer work at local soup
kitchens. Price was recently named

Student of the Year by the National
Association of Social Work for his
outstanding activism and extensive
work in the social work field.
“Derek is extraordinarily
bright and articulate,” said Martha
Byam, clinical assistant professor
of Social Work at UNH. “He really
understands the systems and how
they impact people’s lives. He demonstrates real commitment to social
work values.”
The social work field tends
to attract people who truly want
to make a difference, Byam said.
What distinguishes Price from other
students is that he has been consistently and actively engaged in the
community since the moment he
set foot on the UNH campus, said
Byam.
During his first two years at
UNH, Price was involved in the
Student Environmental Action Coalition where he supported their
projects and was one of two lead
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Derek Price is an honorslevel social work major.

planners for Solar Fest.
Price is also a trained SHARPP
advocate and has given trainings on
campus to students for Bringing in
the Bystander, a prevention workshop aimed at establishing a community response to verbal, emotionPRICE continued on page 4

The New Hampshire • February 27, 2009

4

Brookings study gives thumbs
down to European test
Libby Quaid
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — When it
comes to measuring U.S. students
against kids around the world, the
National Governors Association
and other groups have encouraged
states to look at a European test
used in 57 other countries.
But after scrutinizing the
exam, the Brookings Institution has concluded it’s seriously
flawed.
The governors have urged
states to compare the performance
of American schoolchildren
against tests including the Programme for International Student
Assessment, or PISA. The idea is
to borrow their best ideas to move
American students forward in the
global arena.
The Brookings study, however, says the PISA test goes beyond
learning to measure values and
beliefs. For example, asks students whether they favor laws that
protect the habitats of endangered
species. And it asks if children
favor electricity from renewable
sources and regulation of factory
emissions.
“These are political judgments,” said Tom Loveless, the
study’s author. “For me as a citizen, before I would agree or disagree with any of them, I’d need
to know more about them.”
Along with test results, the
Paris-based group that runs PISA
issues dozens of policy recommendations, ranging from testing and accountability to school
choice and universal pre-kindergarten. But Loveless pointed out
several instances in which the
group ignored data that contradict
its recommendations.
And he noted the PISA test,
which is given in high school,
is not tied to school curriculum.
That means PISA doesn’t measure
what schools teach; it measures
real-world application, or what
kids can do after schools have
taught them.

That stands in contrast to the
United States’ National Assessment of Educational Progress, or
NAEP, often called the nation’s
report card, which is tied to curriculum. Another international
test, the Trends in International
Mathematics and Science Study,
or TIMSS, also is tied to curriculum.
Loveless is a representative to
the group that administers TIMSS
and is on the U.S. advisory board
for PISA.
He called on the governors
and other groups not to rely on
PISA to measure U.S. students.
“I don’t believe they’ve done
their homework,” Loveless said.
“PISA is inappropriate to be used
as a benchmark, until these errors
are addressed.”
A National Governors Association official, education director
Dane Linn, said the group does
not favor PISA over other tests.
But Linn said it should at least be
considered.
“It’s a little hard to ignore
PISA when we have those countries representing 90 percent of
the world’s economies taking the
test,” Linn said.
The group has also recommended that states use other tests,
such as TIMSS, to compare students. It formed an advisory group
to make recommendations on the
quality of states’ academic standards and a range of other issues.
The group that runs PISA,
the Organisation for Economic
Co-Operation and Development,
called the Brookings study disingenuous. Andreas Schleicher,
who directs PISA, said it’s important to see how students use what
they learn.
“You can ask yourself what
service school is doing to students
if they cannot transfer what they
have learned in school to real-life
contexts,” Schleicher said.
Schleicher also said children’s beliefs are measured separately from knowledge and skills.
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al, physical and, specifically, sexual abuse.
Price is currently one of the
leaders in the Peace and Justice
League, which is dedicated to social activism, and is also a member
of the Committee on Rights and
Justice, a group that helps refugees
and immigrants attain citizenship
and aims to end discrimination
against this population.
Price said he gains inspiration
from his two loving parents, Scott
and Marcie Price, who served as
his role models throughout his entire life.
“I’m also very lucky to have
two parents who love me unconditionally,” Price said. “My dad,
for instance has been sober for
longer than I’ve been alive and
he’s always been very active in
Alcoholics Anonymous, acting as
a sponsor to guys who are struggling with alcohol addiction.”
Marcie Price works with cats
in a local animal shelter in hopes
to provide emotional support and
find homes for the ones that have
been abandoned and abused.
Although Price hasn’t always
been a social activist, he has demonstrated immense compassion
and empathy since he was a young
child.
“Derek has always had a kind
and gentle soul,” Marcie Price
said. “He’s always been patient
and loving with everyone around
him. He’s just a wonderful, wonderful person.”
Marcie and Scott Price always
knew that Derek was gifted. Price
had a large vocabulary at a young
age, and was always excelling
above his peers. In second- and
third-grade, Price began showing
his creative side by writing short
stories and drawing cartoons.
“Derek has always had a keen
intellect,” said Scott Price. “He’s
always shown a deep empathy for

“This award gives
me a chance to
shine a light on
the work that has
been done. Words
should inspire us
to do work on the
community and
face the issues at
hand.”
Derek Price
the world around him, and he’s
very funny too.”
Bekah Hawley, a freshman
psychology major from Derry,
said that Price has the unique ability to bring humor into everything
he does yet he is able to focus his
attention when it is needed the
most.
“Derek has this positive energy about him,” Hawley said.
“He is completely dedicated to
the cause, but can still make you
smile.”
Hawley recalls the 8th annual Drag Ball hosted by Alliance, where people were encouraged to dress in a way that makes
them feel “fabulous.” When Price
showed up wearing a suit, Hawley
made sure that he changed into
something a little more striking,
and he certainly did.
“Of course I chastised him
when he came in wearing a suit,”
Hawley said. “He came back wearing a little pink dress with white
tights. All I remember is him hiding behind blue balloons with a
little school girl look on his face.”
Price wasn’t ready for college
after his high school graduation, so

he did a little soul searching first.
He went with a friend for Hawaii
for six months, and then worked at
a local daycare center.
“Derek was always good with
kids,” Marcie Price said. “People
just always tended to gravitate towards him.”
Hawley not only describes
Price as an activist, but as an inspiration as well. He uses his compassion as an inspiration to help
others realize their passions.
“When I first met Derek it
became very clear, very quickly
that he brings his own hopeful,
supportive essence to everything,”
Hawley said. “That is very Derek.”
When Price found out that he
received the Student of the Year
Award from the National Association of Social Work, he felt
a mixture of emotions. He was
very grateful and flattered, yet he
felt strange at the same time. He
believes that there are other people that deserve the award just as
much as he does.
“We live in a very individualist society,” Price said. “I don’t
extricate myself from the community. I see the activism work as a
community endeavor.”
Price strongly believes that introspection is a crucial component
to diminishing the social injustice
that afflicts our society. During
his free time, Price enjoys playing
the guitar, and writing songs that
will bring hope and inspiration to
his community.
“This award gives me a
chance to shine a light on the work
that has been done,” said Price.
“Words should inspire us to do
work on the community and face
the issues at hand. It starts with
you, me, and the individual. It
might sound cliché but everyone
has the love and compassion inside them to take action in their
communities.”

4 members of assisted suicide group arrested
Greg Bluestein
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA— Joining the Final Exit Network costs $50, and the
privileges of membership include
this: When you’re ready to die, the
organization will send two “exit
guides” to show you how to suffocate yourself using helium tanks
and a plastic hood.
The Georgia-based organization says it is providing an invaluable and humane service. Authorities call it a crime.
Four members of the Final Exit
Network, including its president
and its medical director, were arrested Wednesday and charged with
assisted suicide in the death of 58year-old John Celmer last June at
his home near Atlanta. Investigators
said the organization may have been
involved in as many as 200 other
deaths around the country.
“The law is very clear, and they
clearly violated it,” said Georgia
Bureau of Investigation spokesman
John Bankhead.
The arrests came after an eightmonth investigation in which an undercover agent posing as someone
bent on suicide infiltrated the Final
Exit Network, which bases its work
on “The Final Exit,” a best-selling
suicide manual by British author
Derek Humphry.
Members of the Final Exit Network are instructed to buy two new

helium tanks and a hood, known as
an “exit bag,” according to the GBI.
In court papers, investigators said
the organization recommends helium because it is undetectable during an autopsy.
The network, which was
founded in 2004 and claims 3,000
members, donors and volunteers
nationwide, has long operated in the
open. It has its own Web site, and
its leaders have held news conferences and appeared at paid speaking
engagements.
The group’s members bristle
at the term assisted suicide, saying
they don’t actively aid suicides but
rather support and guide those who
decide to end their lives.
“We’re just there to help,” said
Jerry Dincin, the group’s vice president, who was not arrested. “People
insist upon it. They want to do what
they want to do. They’re suffering,
and if they have intolerable pain,
then they want to sometimes get out
of that intolerable pain.”
Celmer did not appear to be seriously ill. While his mother said he
had suffered for years from throat
and mouth cancer, court documents
quoted his doctor as saying he had
made a “remarkable recovery” and
was cancer-free at the time of his
suicide. Authorities said he may
have been embarrassed about his
appearance after jaw surgery.
Also, his doctor told investi-

gators that Celmer was in pain because of arthritis, but that it could
have been lessened if he had taken
his medication properly and stopped
drinking and smoking.
Georgia authorities arrested the
group’s president, Thomas E. Goodwin, and member Claire Blehr. According to investigators, Goodwin
and Blehr were with Celmer when
he died, each holding a hand, and
the two cleaned up the scene afterward by removing the hood and the
helium tanks.
Maryland authorities arrested
the organization’s medical director,
Dr. Lawrence D. Egbert, 81, of Baltimore, and Nicholas Alec Sheridan,
a regional coordinator. Investigators
said Egbert and Sheridan evaluated
Celmer before his death and gave
the OK for his suicide.
Those arrested could get up to
five years in prison on the assistedsuicide charges. They were also
charged with evidence-tampering
and racketeering. Oregon and Washington are the only states to legalize
assisted suicide.
Authorities in Arizona are also
investigating whether the group
helped in the 2007 death of a woman who suffered from depression
but was not terminally ill. As part of
the probe, investigators searched 14
sites in Arizona, Georgia, Florida,
Maryland, Michigan, Ohio, Missouri, Colorado, and Montana.

