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It was a cold and early start to 
the day when UNH Shakespeare 
professor Dennis Britton hopped 
onto the metrorail with his brother to 
head into Washington, D.C. Despite 
the cluster of metro cars, length of 
the crowd and the fi ve hours it took 
to reach his destination, it was all 
worth it.

Britton, along with Sean 
McGhee, director of the Offi ce of 
Multicultural Student Affairs, sat 
down in the Strafford Room on 

Tuesday to share their unique and 
memorable experiences of a mon-
umental moment in history: the 
inauguration of President Barack 
Obama.

“If I have children someday 
then I can say, ‘Yes, I was there in 
that moment of history,’” Britton 
said. “I have never been in a crowd 
that large that was so excited for the 
right reasons.”

After enduring the eager and 
exasperated crowds making their 
way to Capitol Hill, Britton and his 
brother fi nally arrived.  Five hours 
later, with the music blaring through 

the streets, they could take a deep 
breath, maybe.  They were about 
to witness a moment in history that 
would change the lives of millions 
of Americans, as well as people 
from all over the world.

Britton was fascinated with the 
assortment of people who stood be-
fore him. He was astonished such 
a large, contrasting group could be 
gathering in the same area for the 
same exact reasons.

Although Britton believed 
Obama’s speech was signifi cantly 
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Note: This is part two of a 
three-part series exploring Malcolm 
Gladwell’s theories of success as they 
apply to people associated with UNH. 
In his book “Outliers,” Gladwell at-
tempts to explain how certain indi-
viduals thoroughly separate them-
selves from the masses through their 
personal success, calling them outli-
ers. Part one explored his theory up-
bringing shapes future success. Part 
two focuses on the impact of utilizing 
one’s environment.

You’ve seen her on ESPN’s 
“Around the Horn,” giving a piece of 
her mind on events occurring in to-
day’s sports world. You’ve read her 
column. Heck, you’ve probably even 
read one of her two books. 

Jackie MacMullan has been a 
fi xture on the national sports scene 
for years, starting with her decades-
long stint with the Boston Globe in 
1982. She made a name for herself 
as a Boston Celtics columnist for the 
Globe, eventually writing for ESPN. 
Then came television spots as a cor-
respondent for ESPN, CNNSI, NESN 
and Boston’s WHDH-TV, in addition 
to the books. 

And UNH can call MacMullan 
one of its own. She graduated from 
UNH in 1982, snatching a job with 
the Globe almost immediately after.

According to Malcolm 
Gladwell’s “Outliers,” MacMullan 
may provide a glimpse into the infl u-
ence a person’s past environment has 
on his or her future. Gladwell said 
upbringing, environment, hard work 
and specifi c, if random, opportunity 
ultimately enable people to go above 
and beyond in terms of success. He 
defi es the notion that individuals rise 
to the top based on talent and intel-
ligence alone.

Environment: Childhood, college 
and beyond

Growing up in a middle-class 
household, MacMullan said her par-
ents stressed independence, manners 
and hard work. Theirs was a family 
of three girls, a dad who was a sales-
man with the Robert Craft Company, 
which worked with the Patriots, and 
a British mother, former model who 
worked as a travel agent.

“My mom was a travel agent 
and traveled around the world,” Mac-
Mullan said in a phone interview. 
“Sometimes my dad went with her, 

 Snowed out
Looking at the outliers: 
Seeds of success planted 
early for Jackie MacMullan 
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DAY OFF: The university curtailed operations Wednesday after a snow-storm blanketed Durham.
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On Tuesday, Jan. 27, students 
fl ocked the Granite State Room to 
attend the Study Abroad Fair orga-
nized by the UNH Center for Inter-
national Education. More than 30 
professional study abroad program 
providers attended the event in or-
der to educate students about their 
programs.

 Lexia Study Abroad Repre-
sentative Linda Nockler said study-

ing abroad is an opportunity worth 
pursuing, for when studying abroad, 
“we learn about ourselves.” Accord-
ing to Nockler, spending time learn-
ing in a different culture also teaches 
us about our own culture, and we 
learn that “we are actually more 
similar than we are different.” 

UNH psychology major Jenn 
Grenier would highly recommend 
studying abroad. Grenier spent a 
semester in South Africa and took 
both classes for her major and class-

ABROAD continued on page 5

Study Abroad Fair provides 
multiple perspectives
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Angela Davis’ MLK Com-
memorative Address captivated 
some, left others disappointed, and 
spurred some of the criticism her 
appearances have become known 
for.

The address was titled “Educa-
tion or Incarceration: The Future of 
Democracy.” It was held Thursday 
evening in the Paul Creative Arts 
Center’s Johnson Theater.

The annual commemorative 
address is the highlight of a series of 
events surrounding Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day. This year’s events run 
until Feb. 5, and are centered on the 
theme “One in 100: Behind Bars in 
America 2008.”

Angela Davis, a civil rights 
activist-turned-university professor, 
is uniquely qualifi ed when it comes 
to discussing America’s prison sys-
tem. She was incarcerated for 18 
months and appeared on the FBI’s 
“Ten Most Wanted List” before be-

Annual MLK Commemorative Address prompts variety of reactions
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All-female, Grammy award-
winning a cappella group 
Sweet Honey In The Rock 
performed at Johnson 
Theater Monday
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SPEECH: Angela Davis delivered the annual MLK address to 
a packed house in the Paul Creative Arts Center’s Johnson 
Theater Thursday.

INT’L OPPORTUNITIES: Annual Study Abroad Fair was held 
in the Granite State Room on Tuesday.
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moving, it was the melting pot of 
a crowd that he found most memo-
rable.

“I was really impressed with 
the diversity,” Britton said. “There 
were blacks, whites, Asians, Lati-
nos, rich, poor, young, old. I was 
even talking to a short elderly 
woman from Wisconsin. There 
were so many different people from 
all walks of life sharing the same 
thoughts and emotions at once.”

Because of the turmoil and 
chaos of the day, Britton didn’t have 
the opportunity to acknowledge 
the magnitude of the experience. 
It wasn’t until he watched the pa-
rade on his brother’s couch that he 
was able to fully absorb the day’s 
events.

“After I was sitting quietly at 
home I got more emotional,” Brit-
ton said. “When I could sit and be 
quiet I could realize, ‘Wow it’s fi -
nally happening’ but on the fl ight 
back I was like, ‘Nice, I have to go 
teach in an hour.’”

Sean McGhee had quite a dif-
ferent experience.

He fl ew down to Washington 
D.C. the day before the inaugu-
ration. Casually waiting for the 
shuttle bus from his hotel to ar-
rive, McGhee absorbed everything 
around him. The airport was con-
sumed with anticipation and exhila-
ration, but something else resonated 
through the hallways of Reagan Na-
tional Airport.

“There were bomb-sniffi ng 
dogs, and the police presence was 
really high,” McGhee said. “It was 
very exciting, but worrisome at the 
same time.”

McGhee traveled to the inau-
guration with his father, who is in 
his late seventies. While he knew 
patience would be necessary for his 
trip, McGhee decided conversing 
with strangers around him would be 
the best way to pass time and ease 
his frustration.

“I talked to a woman from Ni-
geria who was very excited to be 
there although she didn’t have tick-
ets,” McGhee said.  “Just the chance 
to connect with people and share a 
common celebration is really some-
thing else.”

Because too many tickets 
were sold for such a limited space, 
McGhee and his father were cut off 
from the inauguration event. They 
were pushed in different directions 

as they tried to stay together in the 
sea of people.

“There were many times where 
I lost my father and had to swim up-
stream,” McGhee said. “Everyone 
was holding onto each other to stay 
with the common surge of people 
that were getting pushed in unwant-
ed directions.”

After bearing the hardships 
of the crowds McGhee and his fa-
ther couldn’t hear or see Obama’s 
inauguration.  Although they were 
upset, they tried to turn the negative 
into a positive.  

McGhee looked around and 
swallowed what was before him: 
something that was nick-named 
“Obamastock ‘09.” Children sat 
on their parents’ shoulders, elderly 
folks were on their son’s shoulders 
and languages from all over the 
world echoed throughout the Wash-
ington Mall. But when Obama be-
gan his inaugural address, there was 
nothing but silence.

“People gathered in small cir-
cles surrounding radios,” McGhee 
said. “They looked like small prayer 
groups made up of black people, 
white people, Latinos. It was almost 
as if order began to form out of dis-
order. It was so quiet you could hear 
a pin drop.”

McGhee said that when Presi-
dent Obama fi nished his speech, 
people leaning in absolute silence 
began their cheers of boundless 
enthusiasm. Cries of “We love you 
Obama!” “Right on!” and “Yes we 
can!” rang out during the inaugura-
tion.

“There were cheers, waving of 
American fl ags and even strangers 
were hugging,” McGhee said. “It 
was very celebratory and people 
were loving the fact that they got to 
be there.  At fi rst we were agitated, 
but then you had to come out of 
yourself and listen to why people 
were there.”

Ellen Semran, the LGBTQ 
coordinator for the Offi ce of Multi-
cultural Student Affairs was unable 
to attend Obama’s inauguration, but 
viewed it from the Strafford Room 
at UNH.

“There was a sea of American 
fl ags on the TV and that was great,” 
Semran said. “The Americans 
haven’t always been liked in the 
last eight years overseas, but how 
Obama is viewed in the world can 
change that.”

INAUGURATION: 
Professors’ 
perspective from 
historic day in D.C.

Continued from page 1

sometimes he didn’t.”
According to Gladwell’s theory, 

MacMullan had key role models to 
show her that life as a successful, 
self-suffi cient female professional 
was entirely feasible.

“Having signifi cant role models 
and mentors opens doors and increas-
es interpersonal abilities between 
people,” said Mike Merenda, chair 
of the Management Department for 
UNH’s Whittemore School of Busi-
ness and Economics. 

“We were brought up to believe 
that we could be anything we wanted 
to be,” MacMullan said. “I never be-
lieved I couldn’t be an athlete, even 
as a female.” 

She, like James van Riemsdyk 
and Danny Dries, played sports for 
UNH. In her case, basketball gave 
her tools essential for her success. 
Gladwell would argue it was this de-
tail in her past that ultimately gave 
her the tools to succeed at her profes-
sion.

“There’s nothing in the world 
greater than playing sports,” she said. 
“It gives you a huge rush, you learn 
to work with people you don’t neces-
sarily like. You’re out there, and you 
make it work.” 

Andrew Merton, the current 
chair of the UNH English Department 
and one of MacMullan’s professors 
said MacMullan was in many ways 
the same back then as she is now: en-
thusiastic and hard working. 

“Whatever she had to do, she did 
it cheerfully, and got it done,” Merton 
said. “She made our job easy.” 

But as for UNH playing a role 
in providing the key environment for 
success, Merton had doubts. 

“There were lots of others at 
UNH with her same goals, but were 
not as successful,” he said. 

In this particular case, was it 
MacMullan’s innate drive and abil-
ity to follow through that eventually 
made her an outlier? It was MacMul-
lan herself who took the risks neces-
sary to experience success in the fi rst 
place. 

“There’s defi nitely a genetic, 
physical part of success,” Merton 
said. “It determines temperament. 
Look at cases of children in war zones 
– some come through unscarred, but 
most don’t. And nobody quite knows 
why.” 

Merton and MacMullan men-
tioned the basketball portion of her 
career at UNH wasn’t an entirely 
smooth ride. But MacMullan did 
acknowledge it gave her valuable in-
sight on life and what one has to go 
through to get to the top.

“There are some incredibly high 
highs and some incredibly low lows 
involved in sports,” she said. “But 
I feel sorry for the people who just 
coast along somewhere in the middle, 
because they’re missing out on life.”

Taking intelligent risks and nev-
er remaining complacent goes along 
with Gladwell’s theory. He tells of 
successful law fi rms taking a gamble 
that paid off at the right time, or Bill 
Gates being born at the right time in 
the right century.

But the risks MacMullan de-
cided to take might have paid off 
anywhere, eventually. Perhaps inner 

drive and hard work do more than 
Gladwell maintains.

MacMullan said she got lucky 
with scoring an internship at the 
Globe right after college, but it was 
her recognition of a great story and 
persistence that got her the job. 

“I was supposed to write a story 
on a homeless woman living on the 
streets,” she said. “But more and 
more homeless people came up to 
me, crying, coming out of nowhere, 
telling me about her story. So I real-
ized that this could be a real human 
interest piece, something much big-
ger than the 40 lines I was assigned.” 

MacMullan approached her edi-
tor, got the go-ahead, and wrote an 
entire column about the woman that 
made it into the paper. 

“He let me have a shot at it sim-
ply because I asked,” she said. 

The rest was history.

OUTLIERS: The successes 
of Jackie Macmullan

Continued from page 1
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SUCCESS STORY: Jackie Macmullan is one of UNH’s most 
notable alumnae after a distinguished career in sports 
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